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as much as he likes. It answers the purpose of the
Company to ensure to itself those hidden auxiliaries
whom it lets off cheaply. But nothing must pass
through their minds, nothing must come to their
knowledge that they do not reveal to their confessor;
and that which is not a secret of the conscience, to the
superiors, if the confessor thinks fit. In everything,
too, they must obey without comment, the superior
and the confessors.

It has been pretended that Pere Tellier had inspired
the King, long before his death, with the desire to be
admitted, on this footing, into the Company; that he
had vaunted to him the privileges and plenary indul-
gences attached to it; that he had persuaded him that
whatever crimes had been committed, and whatever
difficulty there might be in making amends for them,
this secret profession washed out all, and infallibly
assured salvation, provided that the vows were faith-
fully kept; that the General of the Company was ad-
mitted into the secret with the consent of the King;
that the King pronounced thevowsbefore Pere Tellier;
that in the last days of his life they were heard, the one
fortifying, the other reposing upon these promises;
that, at last, the King received from Pere Tellier the
final benediction of the Company, as one of its mem-
bers; that Pere Tellier made the King offer up
prayers, partly heard, of a kind to leave no doubt of
the matter; and that he had given him the robe, or
the almost imperceptible sign, as it were, a sort of
scapulary, which was found upon him. To conclude,
the majority of those who approached the King in his
last moments attributed his penitence to the artifices